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and the death laid at the door of a European, who
perhaps was merely defending himself against
attack, will appreciate the necessity for this pre-
caution in favour of the few white men in India.

Indian villages, which contain upwards of 70 per
cent, of the population of the continent, may be
divided into the joint or landlord village, which
prevails in the United Provinces, Central Provinces,
and the Punjab; and the ryotwari village, which
occurs outside Northern India, in which the
revenue is collected directly from the cultivator,
and in which there is no joint responsibility.

Under native rule no system of representation
ever grew up, and the management of towns and
villages alike resided, not in the hands of represen-
tatives of the people, but in those of the tax
collector, police officer, and other officials. The
exotic system of District Boards and Municipalities
was greatly developed by Lord Ripon, who ex-
tended the elective element in it, and regarded it
as a most valuable method of educating the peoples
of India up to political responsibility. It is not too
much to say that this system has never become
popular with the people, and that the only tax
levied by the Municipalities that is not absolutely
unpopular is one that we in this country regard with
particular disfavour, but which the precedent-loving
natives of India readily accept as the counterpart
of the obstructive but time-honoured transit duty,